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The Law in Business Problems. By Lincoln Frederick Schaub and 
Nathan Isaacs. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1921. pp. xxxiv, 
821. 

A conspicuous feature of recent educational activity has been the growth in the 
number and the popularity of university schools of business. In the best of these 
schools men who combine with practical information and experience a scholarly 
knowledge of social science have been endeavoring to work out fundamental principles 
of business administration. Any such attempt leads immediately to a fuller recogni- 
tion of the important part played by law in the conduct of business. Hence the 
surprising number of recent books in the field inadequately if not misleadingly 
described as business law. 

Lawyers are likely to look with suspicion on such books and rightly so if the 
books are attempts to state summarily legal rules for direct application by laymen. 
The book under review, however, is not such a book. The authors state that their 
aim thus: In addition to giving "some understanding of the legal rules governing 
the more familiar business transactions and business relations," the book is mainly 
concerned "to show the legal system in its relation to the problems and policies of 
business administration." 

This is something well worth doing and the writers possess unusual competence 
for such a task. Their book discloses a comprehension of the facts and the prob- 
lems of modern business rare among lawyer authors, combined with a critical under- 
standing of law even rarer among writers who enter the field from the side of busi- 
ness. The selection of topics for treatment, the arrangement of the material and the 
emphasis laid on fundamentals all disclose not only independence of thought but also 
thorough familiarity with both the fields whose interrelations call for the discussion. 
The book is not an easy book, but it is one which will stimulate as well as inform 
well prepared and thoughtful students, and one which can be read with profit by 
all teachers of commercial law, most of all by those whose training has been in 
the main legal. 

The authors' learning sometimes tempts them to include material not strictly 
relevant to their announced aims nor likely to be helpful to the students for whom 
the book is designed as a text. Much of the highly condensed material in the intro- 
ductory part is of this sort. It may further be queried whether the development of 
the discussion by printing reported cases from English and American courts, a 
method which increasingly supplants the authors' own direct exposition in the 
later divisions of the book, will prove successful in practice in most schools of 
business administration. Whether or not the authors intended the book to be used 
to train the students in the analysis of court decisions is not entirely clear though 
the preface and part of the introduction seem to suggest this. But numerous as the 
cases printed are, the character of the individual cases and the great diversity of 
the subjects with which they deal, seem to make them valuable only as supplementing 
auctorial by judicial discussion. The book does not furnish an application of the 
case method to business law even as a method to be supplemented by direct exposi- 
tion. If this be admitted it seems doubtful whether the authors have been well ad- 
vised in using so much case material. Less or very much more seem to the reviewer 
the only workable alternatives. 

Charles A. Huston 

Standard University Law School 



Local Government in the United States. By Herman G. James. New 
York: D. ApplETOn and Co. 1921. pp. xv, 482. 

During the last two decades the literature dealing with the government of 



